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COERCIVE CONTROL — DISCUSSION PAPER 
Statement by Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence) [12.19 pm]: 
I rise to inform the house about significant work underway to improve Western Australia’s response to family 
and domestic violence. Last week, the Attorney General and I announced that consultation is commencing on the 
important issue of coercive control. Coercive control is a pattern of persistent abuse behaviour that aims to 
manipulate, intimidate and isolate victims mentally, emotionally, socially and financially. Coercive control is a red 
flag for further intimate partner violence and homicide. It is clear we need to do more to help victim–survivors and 
improve the justice system’s understanding of non-physical abuse and its impacts. 

This issue has been brought to the forefront of the public conversation as a result of high-profile cases such as that 
of Hannah Clarke and her three children, who were tragically murdered by her former partner. This case is one of 
many examples that highlight the seriousness of these patterns of controlling behaviour and how they can be 
a precursor for physical and often fatal violence. 

Journalist Jess Hill has also been a significant advocate for criminalisation of this issue, with the release of her book 
and subsequent TV series See What You Made Me Do, which provides a comprehensive insight into domestic abuse 
in Australia. That is why we are seeking the community’s views about whether laws should be changed to criminalise 
this type of abuse. Criminalisation sends a message to perpetrators that this is serious unlawful behaviour. However, 
we know that criminalisation alone cannot stop this behaviour. This state has laws that already recognise and respond 
to coercive control, including the criminal offence of persistent family violence. Further legal responses need to 
benefit victim–survivors and not result in further adverse impacts for them. It is important that we consider the 
range of government responses to coercive control, including how to improve community understanding, provide 
the right supports for victims and hold perpetrators to account. 

A discussion paper about coercive control and further information is available at the website of the Office of the 
Commissioner for Victims of Crime. People are encouraged to take part in the consultation and can do so in several 
ways, including online and by email and telephone. This work is part of the McGowan government’s unprecedented 
$126 million investment in the family and domestic violence sector and our commitment to support victim–survivors 
and to ensure that we continually improve the way we respond to this issue in WA. Everyone has a part to play in 
understanding, preventing and responding to family violence. 
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